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New accreditations 
 
Ardtalla Estate, Islay 
Ardtalla has recently undertaken specialist restoration of dry stone dykes across the estate. 
Conservation grazing is undertaken for enhancement of woodland habitat and habitat of marsh 
fritillary butterflies. The estate is also involved in peatland restoration to lock up carbon with 142 
hectares restored so far. Ongoing projects include Atlantic woodland protection and enhancement 
through consultation with expert ecologists. 
 
 
Attadale Estate, Wester Ross 
Attadale is an estate in the north west of Scotland. It stretches from the south shore of Loch Carron 
to Loch Monar, 15 miles away to the east. The estate has enjoyed success in red squirrel reintroduction 
through collaboration with Trees for Life. There has been improving survival success of Atlantic Salmon 
in the River Carron over 30 years. Meanwhile, the estate is committed to sustainable tourism with 
their attractions Green Tourism certified. The estate is also currently working on the complete removal 
of all non-native forestry in favour of native reforestation.  
 
 
Bavelaw Estate, Midlothian 
Based close to Edinburgh at the Pentland Hills, Bavelaw has undertaken a programme of wader habitat 
enhancement through creation of ponds, wader scrapes and wetlands. There has been a reduction in 
livestock numbers as the estate undertakes a conservation grazing approach. In a separate project, 
7,861 sqm of access paths have been restored. Moving forward, Bavelaw is embarking on native 
woodland afforestation while maintaining and protecting heather moorland. There is landscape scale 
collaboration on habitat management with five other landholdings and the estate is also undertaking 
a significant drive to help provide education on habitat management and wildlife matters. 
 
 
Reaccreditations 
 
Abernethy Nature Reserve, Strathspey 
Abernethy has over 4,800 recorded species, 800 of which are nationally important. There is a long 
term objective to double the size of the existing native woodland to 7,900ha whilst Abernethy is 
participating in Cairngorms Connect, a landscape-scale collaboration. 
 
 
 



Altyre Estate, Forres 
The estate has established a wildflower meadow and provision of 4ha of wild birdseed crop. There has 
been restoration of Blair's steading for use as the Glasgow School of Art's creative campus as an 
international teaching, research and innovation centre. Altyre are also utilising sustainable resources 
to meet energy demands on the estate and further afield. Further plans include a switch to 
regenerative farming and huge effort to reforest swathes of fire-damage land with native woodland. 
 
 
Annandale Estates, Lockerbie 
Annandale has worked tirelessly since its last accreditation to improve habitat, with pond creation and 
conservation grazing two of its foremost achievements. Currently the estate is moving forward with 
sustainable hedgerow management, the removal of non-native trees species in favour of native 
reforestation as well as the establishment of wildflower meadows.  
 
 
Ballogie Estate, Aboyne 
Ballogie has moved to remove livestock from riparian corridors and has also worked to remove croys 
from rivers to reinstate more natural flows and processes and improve habitat for freshwater pearl 
mussels and fish. The estate is also involved in an ongoing project to enhance riparian habitat through 
coppicing work. 
 
 
Dalhousie Estates, Angus 
Dalhousie’s commitment to wildlife and biodiversity has led to estate wide ecological surveys being 
untaken for the past seven years. Through survey work, the estate has the ability to monitor species 
movements and can feed this information into management plans. The estate has also undertaken 
30ha of peatland restoration. 
 
 
Doune Estate, south west Perthshire near Stirling 
The estate has played a central role in revitalising Doune Ponds, a local nature reserve situated in an 
old sand and gravel quarry a few hundred yards from the centre of the Perthshire village of Doune. 
Since a new management agreement with Doune Community Woodland Group (DCWG) was created, 
the transformation has been remarkable. Whereas access had only been possible to those with both 
stout wellies and a machete, there is now a network of paths, accessible to folk of all abilities. There 
are both well-managed meadow and picnic areas alongside areas that have been left wild to 
encourage biodiversity of all types. In a separate project, the estate has also been involved in ditch 
blocking to retain more water and improve habitat on its land. 
 
 
Edinglassie Estate, Huntly 
Edinglassie has merited organic certification for over 21 years and is working hard to improve habitat 
for wildlife and the environment. It has taken part in peatland restoration projects and is removing 
sitka plantations in favour of native species reforestation. It is also encouraging natural regeneration 
of woodland habitat through careful management practices.  
 
 
 



Finzean Estate, Banchory 
The estate has established wildflower meadows as well as undertaking extensive hedge planting on 
its land. There has been provision of 5ha of wild birdseed mix whilst landscape scale collaboration with 
neighbours includes capercaillie monitoring and habitat management. 
 
 
Glenfalloch Estate, near Crianlarich 
Glenfalloch has worked to remove the invasive Rhododendron Ponticum and has also introduced 
measures to protect natural woodland regeneration areas. It has restored 120ha of peatland and is 
currently ditch blocking to retain more water and improve habitat. The estate is also improving hill 
habitat by reducing pressures from livestock grazing.  
 
 
Glenmuick Estate, Ballater (Previously announced) 
Glenmuick is a traditional mixed highland estate near Ballater offering sporting, tourism, housing and 
agricultural opportunities. The estate works to ensure a balanced environment with the primary focus 
on best practice wildlife management and conservation, including regular and comprehensive 
breeding surveys. During a dedicated butterfly survey in 2020, 30 species of butterfly were identified 
on the estate including the near threatened Scotch Argus. Glenmuick is also involved in a collaborative 
project to restore nutrients on the River Muick in the hope it will rejuvenate algae, insects and aquatic 
life including juvenile salmon over the coming years. 
 
 
Over Rankeilour Estate, Cupar 
Over Rankeilour has been working on extensive woodland thinnings to allow more light below the 
canopy and increase biodiversity as a result. Ongoing projects include restoring kilometres of 
hedgerows for the benefit of many species including grey partridge. 
 
 
Rottal Estate, Kirriemuir (Previously announced) 
Rottal is an upland estate with approximately 2600ha of moorland made up of both dry and wet 
heathland, 200ha of woodland, riparian woodland and scrub and natural regeneration and 400ha of 
improved and unimproved grass land. The estate farms sheep, has a grouse moor, red deer, holiday 
lets and events and also produces electricity via a hydro-electric scheme. The estate is involved with 
a catchment wide contour tree planting initiative designed to improve natural flood management, 
control diffuse pollution, improve landscape and habitats and increase biomass and timber 
production. Rottal has planted 120,000 trees running almost the entire length of the estate and 
created a number of hedges and riparian plantings along burns. It has also been involved in extensive 
peatland restoration programmes, creating wet areas, ponds and scrapes. This spring, the estate 
hosted four curlew nests on an area of restoration. 
 


