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04 June 2020 
 
 
 
 
John Swinney MSP 
17-19 Leslie Street 
Blairgowrie  
PH10 6AH 
 
Dear Mr Swinney 
 
I am writing to you with urgent concerns about a recent increase in irresponsible access and antisocial 

behaviour within your constituency and on behalf of the following Estates: 

• Andrew Douglas Miller, Forneth Estate 

• James Cope, The Cope Farming Company 

• Ian and Caroline Crawford, Wester Kinloch  

• Lord Chelsea, Snaigow Estate  

 

I would like to bring to your attention a number of incidents along the A923 between Dunkeld and 

Blairgowrie. On the weekend of the 30th May, as lockdown restrictions began to ease, there was a 

dramatic rise in the number of people accessing Loch Clunie and other popular sites in the area. While 

the Scottish Government guidance was to stay local, many people took to their cars to travel to beauty 

spots. 

The Estates have reported vehicles parking on private roads and in fields, trees being chopped down 

with chainsaws, fence posts pulled out to be used for firewood, bonfires being lit, bins set alight and a 

huge amount of litter left behind (including tents, food waste, human waste, chairs etc.). Police Scotland 

were called out on multiple occasions to respond to reports of antisocial behaviour over the weekend of 

30th May, and in the early hours of Saturday morning an Estate worker was brutally attacked, stabbed 

and required hospital treatment. Thankfully, he is now recovering at home.  

As a popular beauty spot, access issues in this area are not a new problem and there are long suffering 

problems with irresponsible access and antisocial behaviour going back several years. Littering and 

vandalism are in evidence throughout the year. However, I hope you will agree that the unprecedented 

and dangerous situation we have witnessed over the weekend is unacceptable and must be 

condemned.  

I would welcome the opportunity to discuss this with you as a matter of urgency. It will be useful to 

consider how we can work together to combat these issues, avoid any further serious incidents and 

keep the local community safe during this time of national crisis and put in place actions to reduce these 

problems in the long-term.  

I look forward to hearing back from you at your earliest convenience.  

 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Sarah-Jane Laing 
Chief Executive 


