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Ian is Head of the Galbraith Rural Department which serves a diverse range of clients 
from major companies to private individuals seeking advice and management of their 
rural properties.  He carries out a range of professional work across the country, 
providing farm and estate consultancy, valuations and management of contract 
farming agreements. As well as being an AMC Agent, he also carries out farm and 
estate sales throughout Scotland. 

 

Sheila George is Food and Environment Policy Manager at WWF Scotland, with a 
particular focus on land use and nature-based solutions to climate change.  Sheila 
completed postdoctoral research at Queen’s University Belfast on climate change 
impacts in rural areas, followed by several years managing large scale habitat 
restoration projects, including peatland restoration and wetland management.  For 
the last 6 years, she has specialised in land use policy in Scotland, most recently 
identifying practical and policy measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 
maximise carbon sequestration through land use and management. Sheila is also a 
panel member of Farming for 1.5, an independent inquiry into the role of farming in 
meeting net zero. 
 

Adrian is Head of Agriculture at Buccleuch and sits on Buccleuch’s Executive 
Committee.  He has responsibility for strategy and investment across Buccleuch’s 
in-hand farms, a diverse portfolio of crop, livestock, poultry, energy and 
environment schemes.  He advises the Estates in agricultural and environmental 
policy and wider tenant engagement. 
 
Adrian is an adviser to Astanor Ventures, a venture capital fund focused on 
investment across the agriculture and food value chain in Europe and the USA, 
specifically sustainable food and regenerative farming technology. 
 
He has extensive experience in UK agriculture. Adrian previously led the Barrington 
Park Estate farms, overseeing their transition to conservation farming across 
scalable crop and livestock enterprises. He is a former manager with Velcourt in 

East Anglia, later moving to consultancy with Andersons in the agri-business sector.  
 

Adrian studied at the Royal Agricultural College and completed the IAgrM 

Leadership Course.  He is a Fellow of the Institute of Agricultural Management, a 

member of the Environment Group, chaired by Prof Dieter Helm and also of the 

SLE Climate Change Policy Group.  Adrian is a former speaker at TED Global. 

 

 



John Sinclair, Craigie's Farm and Farm Shop, South Queensferry, Edinburgh - a tenant of Rosebery Estates 

 

 

Sarah-Jane Laing, SLE Chief Executive 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark Tennant, SLE Vice-Chairman Policy 

  

John was born at West Craigie Farm in 1968 and has lived there ever since.  There 
was never any doubt in his mind that he would do anything else apart from being 
involved in farming, although he now has to work harder and harder to still call 
himself a farmer!   John and is wife Kirsteen set up and runs the farm retail and 
café business called Craigie’s Farm Deli and Café.   

Their vision is: Craigie’s is a family farm all about the pleasure of enjoying good 
local food with true provenance and taste.  The way we see it, the simple pleasures 
in life are always the best. 

 

 

 

Director of The Royal Highland Agricultural Society of Scotland since 2007, 

currently sits on the Executive Committee, has the enviable role of Chief Steward 

of Public Safety as well as being the Hon Treasurer. 

 

 

Established in 1966, at Craigie’s Farm, you can eat, shop, pick your own and let the 

children play outside.  Above all, Craigie’s is somewhere you can enjoy a little bit of 

rural life away from the buzz of the big city. They are one of the closest farm shops 

to Edinburgh. 

Sarah-Jane was appointed as Chief Executive of Scottish Land & Estates (SLE) in 
December 2019, the first woman to hold this role in the organisation’s 110 year 
history.  
 
Sarah-Jane, who lives on the family farm in Hume in the Scottish Borders, has steadily 
climbed the ranks at the rural business organisation over the past fifteen years, 
starting out as housing strategy officer before moving to the role of Head of Policy 
and most recently Executive Director in 2017. 

Leading a team of 25 SLE colleagues based across Scotland, Sarah-Jane’s role includes 
influencing the UK Government on a wide range of issues that will impact rural 
Scotland. At Holyrood, her focus is on addressing climate change, increasing the supply 
of quality, affordable rural homes and developing a post-Brexit land-use policy which 
delivers resilient businesses and thriving rural communities as well as increased 
environmental resilience and wider societal benefits. 
 
She is also responsible for encouraging Scotland’s landowners, whether they are 
communities, private individuals or charities, to be open, inclusive, enabling and 
responsible, through SLE’s Landowners’ Commitment. The Landowners’ Commitment 
sets out how landowners can continue to operate their businesses, while contributing 
to the public good and all SLE members sign up to it.  
 
Prior to joining SLE she spent over 10 years in housing and planning with local 
authorities and housing associations.  
 
Sarah-Jane represents SLE on a large number of external stakeholder groups, is a 
member of the Scottish Government's Women in Agriculture Taskforce, the Climate 
Change Emergency Response Group as well as a recipient of the Farmers Club Windsor 
Leadership bursary. 
 

Mark’s career has ranged from tending refugees to investment banking.  He was 
chairman of Scottish Financial Enterprise from 2009-12 dealing with the impact of the 
financial crash. During this time he was also deputy chairman of the Scottish 
Government’s financial services advisory board chaired by the First Minister. 
 
Drawing on his extensive professional expertise and experience, Mark has held or still 
holds non-executive posts including chairman of BMOGAM Private Equity Trust plc 
and the chairmanship of Centrica pension funds.  
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stephen Young, SLE Head of Policy 

  

 

 

He has also applied this to charitable work with St John Ambulance where he 
launched their inshore rescue service round the coast and as a trustee of the Royal 
Hospital Chelsea. Mark is also currently leading a charity whose aim is to stop young 
offenders reoffending and lowering the incidence of knife crime in London.  
 
Until 2017 he ran Innes Estates, a 4500 acre low ground estate in Morayshire, the 
centre of which is Innes House, a 17th century Scottish Renaissance house where the 
family has run weddings and corporate events for over 20 years. He has now handed 
it over to his son.  
 
Mark became SLE’s Vice-Chairman Policy in 2018. His main focus over the past year 
has been developing its work on a post-Brexit integrated land management 
approach which delivers increased productivity as well as helping meet climate 
change targets.  

Stephen Young joined SLE in August 2019 from the Scottish Agricultural 
Organisation Society (SAOS), where he was project manager. In his new role, 
Stephen is responsible for managing SLE’s policy team at its Musselburgh HQ, as well 
as leading development of SLE’s policy positions and guiding the provision of 
member advice. Stephen studied Rural Business Management at Aberdeen 
University and went on to work in an assistant manager’s role at the Borders 
Machinery Ring, dealing with member requests and purchasing farm inputs on their 
behalf. 
 
From there, Stephen joined SAOS, where he was tasked with providing co-operative 
solutions for a wide range of industry issues as well as facilitating three monitor 
farms and benchmarking groups for farmers. Brought up on a dairy and arable farm 
in Kinross-shire, Stephen remains a partner in the family dairy farm. In 2018, he 
graduated with a Master’s degree in Management from St Mary’s University, Nova 
Scotia. 



 
 
 


